
Owners and prospective buyers of either renovated or 
unrenovated houses should be aware of potential damp issues 
that could cost thousands of dollars in remedial treatment.  The 
presence of damp walls and a damp sub-floor area can generally 
be rectified or improved.
Dampness can cause health and associated problems, such as 
mould, bacteria and airborne infection.  Dampness promotes 
insect attack of timber and causes odour problems.  A damp 
house is a cold house and therefore expensive to heat.
The following sequence of checks should be carried out before 
commencing any renovation work on a house:
! Fix the roof
! Fix the drainage
! Fix the sub-floor ventilation
! Fix the rising damp
! Re-plaster after adequate drying time of the walls 
! Then start renovating.
It is an unfortunate fact that this rarely occurs. Home owners and 
house buyers can follow a simple inspection procedure to identify 
sources of dampness.
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